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SPECIAL EVENT

SE5: Accessing space-based information to support 

disaster risk reduction
Tuesday 16 June 2009, 13:30 – 15:00 PM 

Centre International de Conférences de Genève - Room 15
Second Session of the Global Platform for Disaster Risk Reduction

The United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA), through its UN-SPIDER programme, the Secretariat of the Group on Earth Observation (GEO), the Asian Disaster Reduction Centre (ADRC), and the United Nations Economic and Social Commission for Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP) conducted this Special Event during the Second Session of the Global Platform to promote synergies aimed at enhancing the use of space-based information for disaster risk reduction.  

The event was attended by more than 50 participants and included presentations by UN-SPIDER, GEO, ADRC, ESCAP, and DLR which provided the setting to launch the SPIDER Global Thematic Partnership and the ESCAP Regional Platform as vehicles to promote synergies among space agencies and the disaster-risk management community.   The discussion conducted within the special event allowed participants to raise questions concerning how to access space-based information and to comment on expectations concerning the use of such information in the case of disaster-risk reduction.

The Special Event was used to launch the SPIDER Global Thematic Partnership as a technical platform that promote the access and use of space-based information, contributing to promote synergies among space agencies and the disaster-risk management community.
Key questions or issues raised, main challenges or constraints identified: 
	What is the difference between the Global Platform for Disaster Reduction and the SPIDER Global Platform being launched in this event?
	ISDR has set up a structure based on platforms at the national, regional and global levels as vehicles to reach the objectives identified in the 5 KPAs of the Hyogo Framework for Action.  In addition, ISDR has promoted the establishment of thematic partnerships or platforms to support these efforts.  Currently, there are partnerships targeting forest fires, floods, disaster recover efforts, early warning, etc.  The SPIDER Global Thematic Partnership and the ESCAP Regional Platforms would belong to this category of thematic partnerships.



	It is important for scientists also to have access to such space-based information, so that they can also conduct applied research regarding how to make use of such information in the context of disaster-risk reduction.
	The SPIDER Global Thematic Partnership should provide a link between scientists, the space and the disaster management communities, so that scientists can identify target areas where such applied research is required.   The next step in the establishment of this Thematic Partnership is to develop a work plan with the partners.



	How can NGOs have access to space-based information to support their efforts on disaster risk reduction and in the case of disaster response?


	UN-SPIDER is launching this Global Thematic Partnership as an effort to facilitate the access to space-based information for disaster reduction, in line with efforts conducted by ISDR, in particular to support national and regional platforms in their activities regarding disaster risk reductions.  It would be ideal if NGOs could become members of such platforms in order to gain access to such space-based information.   

	Taking into consideration the fact that the CHARTER focuses on disaster response, is there a complementary mechanism to access space-based information for disaster risk reduction?


	UN-SPIDER is aware of the support provided by the CHARTER in the case of disasters, and has been granted the capacity to elevate requests to the CHARTER for its activation in the context of UN agencies.   In addition, UN-SPIDER recognizes the need to also promote efforts regarding the use of space-based information for disaster risk reduction as is conducting a variety of tasks to reach this goal.



Next steps foreseen:

The next steps to be conducted in the context of this partnership include:

· Elaboration of rules for membership.

· Elaboration of a workplan.

· Establishment of a sub-portal in the context of the UN-SPIDER Knowledge Portal, or within the Preventionweb site of ISDR, as this site contains similar information concerning other platforms and is devoted to the ISDR system.   Such a sub-portal should contain information to support the tasks conducted by members of the ISDR system, and should serve as the virtual meeting place where partners meet to exchange information, views, lessons learned, and best practices.

· Contacting agencies to make them aware of the partnership and to engage them as member of the partnership.

Conclusions:

The special event allowed the organizing agencies to launch  the SPIDER Global Thematic Partnership and allowed participants to become aware of efforts conducted by a variety of agencies concerning the use of space-based information for disaster-risk reduction, and it allowed representatives of such agencies to establish direct contact with participants who are interested in this issue. Furthermore, the special event, in conjunction with other activities conducted within the scope of the global platform for disaster reduction, has allowed UN-SPIDER, ESCAP, GEO, ADRC, and GEO to reach members of the ISDR system and to make them aware of the benefits of using space-based information for such purposes.
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